Pentagon Bri&tles at War Poem 


PHILADELPHIA, Feb. 14 
(UPI)— A poem by a;12-y ear- 
old girl in a Presbyterian mag- 
azine i criticizirig U.S. . Use of 
napalm in Vietnam has caused 
the Defense Department to 
cancel 13,000 subscriptions, 
the Presbyterian Board of 
Christian Education:; said 
today. . 

The Defense Department 
said the magazine, “Venture,” 
has been dropped . from the 
-.list of publications recom- 
mended for distribution in. the 
armed forces, But, a spokes- 
man said,' military, chaplains 
are still free to order the mag- 


azine even though .it is not 
on the recommended list. 

. The poem, “Afterthoughts 
on Napalm-Drop on Jungle 
Villages near Haiphong,” ap- 
pears in the February issue of 
the magazine. ■ 

It was written by Barbara 
Beidler, of Vero Beach, Fla. 

; The magazine, aimed at 
youngsters in the: 9-to-12 year 
age group, is used in Protest- 
ant Sunday schools in Amer- 
ican military bases around the 
world. ; 

A spokesman for the Pres- 
byterian Board, said the can- 
cellation,. representing' 10 per 
cent of the magazine’s total 
'circulation, was ordered -by 


the Defense Department on 
recommendations of its Re- 
ligious Educational Advisory 
Group of the Armed Forces 
Chaplains Board, which 
termed the poem “embarrass- 
ing.” 

He said the armed services 
have subscribed to the maga- 
zine for a number of years. 
The cancellation becomes ef- 
fective Sept. 1, the start of 
the new Sunday school year. 

The final stanza of the free- 
verse poem reads: 

Listen, Americans, 

Listen clear and long. 

The children are screaming , 
In the jungles of Haiphong, 



